
Pastor:   
Father Ben Riley 

870-741-5234  Office 
pastor.mmg.church@gmail.com 

Deacon:  
George Gussy 
870-404-0546 

  ggus64@gmail.com 

Parish Manager:  
Melissa Garrison 

913-485-9570   
garrimam8311@gmail.com

Church Secretary:   
Denise Jorgensen 

870-445-4810 
kidneywoman@yahoo.com 

Prayer-Line Connection: 
standrewprayer@gmail.com 

We welcome all visitors to 
St. Andrew’s Catholic 

Church this weekend.  We 
hope you enjoy your stay 

in the Ozarks, and  
may God protect you on 

your trip home.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  
The mission of St. Andrew’s Catholic Church is to carry on the ministry of  Jesus Christ, 
as members of His living body, the Church, to bring the  Kingdom of God into the world 
through evangelization, worship, religious education, and service in our families, in our 

parish, and in our community.

SAINT 
ANDREW’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1486 Highway 62 West • PO Box 197 • Yellville, AR 72687 
870-449-4850

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 24, 2023

Monday, December 25   
Noon Mass - +Stanley Kucala 

Wednesday, December 27 
No noon Mass (Fr. Ben away) 

Sunday,  December 31 
11a.m. Mass - Special intentions of all parishioners 

Monday, January 1 
No Mass (Not a holy day this year)

Confessions will be heard 30 minutes prior to Mass on Wednesday and 
Sunday, and one hour after Mass on Sunday only.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading:  We hear how God established his covenantal promise with King 
David to raise up a son after him and ensure that David’s house and kingdom 
will stand firm forever. What promises have you kept with family or friends? 

Second Reading:  Paul concludes his letter to the Romans with a hymn of 
praise to God. As Advent draws to a close, for what can you praise God? 

Gospel:  Today’s Gospel reading is the annunciation to Mary of the upcoming 
birth of Jesus. Mary’s unconditional acceptance offers us a model to follow. 
How open are you to God’s work in your life?                                                 ©LPi
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Life is troubling. Who among us has not struggled with 

anxiety and difficulties, sometimes massive ones? I certainly 
have, as have many of my loved ones. If we do, does this mean 
that we don’t trust the Lord or just need to toughen up?  

I don’t think so. How encouraging for us anxious and 
troubled souls to hear Luke describe the Blessed Mother Mary 
in these words, “But she was greatly troubled at what was 
said.” An archangel has visited her. An inconceivable promise 
has been made to her. Her life has become wildly 
unpredictable, perhaps more so than any person before or since. 
The first point for us: the Lord is with her precisely when she is 
troubled. Her anxiousness and God’s presence are not mutually 

exclusive. Christianity is not about a trance-like robotic 
indifference. It’s about the presence of divine love. Even in — 
especially in — troubled circumstances.  

Our troubled soul can become our greatest treasure. What 
seems so troubling at first to Mary becomes the best possible 
thing, Jesus, the Savior and Lord, is now her son. All the 
difficulties and troubles remain, and yet her movement into the 
fullness of God is accelerated. What is troubling you right 
now? This scripture invites us now, this week, to hear the 
Lord’s messenger say to us what he said to Mary, “Do not be 
afraid! You have found favor with God.”   

— Father John Muir                       ©LPi 

Adult Scripture Study: Janice Triner 421-2594 
Buildings, Maintenance: Kelly Gipson 816-726-9001 
Catholic Youth Ministry (CYM): Karen Carter 404-2065 
Council of Catholic Women: Marcie Topf 453-6443 
Custodian: Frances Strong  
Deacon: George Gussy 404-0546 
Emergency Relief: Cindy Nixon 405-8809 
 Steve Triner 321-2773 
Finance Council:  Cindy Nixon 405-8809 
Food Bank: Marv Topf 453-6443 
Eucharist for the Homebound: Floyd Crawford 321-8826  
Library, Archivist: Joanne MusZon 321-0479 
Liturgy, Sacraments, and  
     DevoZons:   Steve Triner 321-2773 
Music: Sco[ Vasconcellos 209-417-4239 
Parish Manager: Melissa Garrison 913-485-9570 
Pastor: Father Ben Riley 741-5234 
Pastoral Council: Gail Russell 318-268-1508 
Prayer Requests; News: Denise Jorgensen 445-4810 
Religious Educ.; FormaZon: Janice Triner 421-2594 
Rosary Crusade: Daksha Thomas 449-4784 
Safe Environment: Janice Triner 421-2594 
Secretary Denise Jorgensen 445-4810 
Social JusZce, & Charitable  
     Outreach:   Cindy Nixon 405-8809 
Spiritual DirecZon: Janice Triner 421-2594  
Tribunal: Dc. George Gussy 404-0546 

HELP THE YELLVILLE FOOD CLOSET 
The food pantry needs more donations because they have more 
requests than usual, and in November they like to receive 
donations of canned ham.  The box for donations is right by the 
front door.  Please pop a couple of extra items into your cart for 
the pantry. 
 •  Peanut butter •  Canned soup •  Canned fruit  
 •  Canned vegetable •  Canned stew •  Canned fish 

• Canned beans         •  Pasta and rice 
“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and 

your night will become like the noonday.”    – Isaiah 58:10

CONTACTS, COMMITTEES, 
ORGANIZATIONS & SERVICES
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Please remember in your 
prayers… 

A Friend, Vern Anderson, Baby Ashton, Jim Bell, Ben, Sarah 
Brooks, the Brown Family, Maurice Cantwell, Jennifer Cates, 
Anette Chaney, Tucker Chatelain, Mike & Faye Clark, Coty 
Connor, Floyd Crawford, Cindy Crosslin, Pat & Phil Dagenais, 
Carrie DeMaranville, Chance Dodson, Diane Erickson, Janet 
Ernst, Patty Eubanks, Maureen Fancher, Jason Fernandez, 
Joyce Ginsel, Grant Grzadziel, Ruth Haley, Meg Hampton, 
John Hartz, Paul Hartz, Vicki Hartz, Dennis Hassman, Jeff 
Hoffman, Shari Horn, Paul Hunt, Lisa Jansen, Kathy Johnson, 
Nancy Johnson, Alysha Jones, Brandi Kammel, Tricia 
Kensinger, Jodi, John LaRochelle, Lori, Gloria Maffei, James 
Matlock, Brandon Mullins, Catherine Myer, Allie Neel, Al 
Nelson, Michael Nighbert, Heidi Ortiz, Terrence O’Sullivan, 
Christine & Val Perovich, Reida Phelan, Bev Rastetter, Ted 
Rastetter, Tony Rastetter, Joe Regalado, Joe Lee & Debbie 
Regalado, Dani Rossi, Sarah, Pat Seiler, Ray Sizemore, Robert 
Skorich and his nieces - Lilly & Kimmy and his nephew 
Kenny, Dominic Spinazze, Dr. John Spore, Staci, Marie 
Steagall, Tamara Steagall, Mary Ann Stewart, Tom Storms, 
Gene Strong, Wade Strong, Dee Supergan, Jill Swanson, Frank 
Tauber, Steve Triner, Keith Venable, Thomas Waldrup, Sr., Lori 
Godfrey and Joshua & Justin Weeden, Christina Williams, 
Donna Zaerr, Connie Zonick, a struggling Freshman at Purdue, 
and all victims of abuse and/or war.   

  To add or delete names, please email - 
standrewprayer@gmail.com or contact Denise Jorgensen at 

870-445-4810 

OFFERTORY GIFT BEARERS  Sign Up Today!   
The Offertory Gift Bearers have the privilege of bringing to the 
altar the bread, wine, and water that will be miraculously 
transformed into the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We encourage you, or your family, to participate in this ministry, 
consider a birthday or anniversary date.  Sign-up sheets are in a 
Gift Bearer binder in the vestibule.  

WELCOME, NEW FOLKS, TO ST. ANDREW’S! 
If you are a new member of St. Andrew’s, please ask Melissa 
Garrison or Denise Jorgensen for a new parishioner info sheet. 
We’re glad you’re here.  
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ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

Yes!  We need YOU!   
You can be an active participant at Saint Andrew's Church.  How 

can you help? 
Lector:  Read the Scripture readings during Mass. 
Extraordinary Minister:  Distribute Body & Blood of Christ 
during Communion. 
Usher:  Greet people, guide them to empty seats, hand out 
bulletins, check pews after Mass. 
Altar Servers:  All who have celebrated their First Holy 
Communion. 
 Music:  See or call Scott Vasconcellos. 

I am not afraid; I was born to do this.  - St. Joan of Arc 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who worked after Mass last Sunday to 
make our church beautiful for Jesus’ birthday.  You did a great 
job! 

Memorials and Honorariums 
Pick up an envelope to make a donation for altar flowers for this 
Christmas season.  All poinsettias and decorations will remain 
throughout the Christmas Season on the Altar.  

Memorial For From 
Dorothy Tendall Frank & Cindy Nixon 
Morris Buttner Frank & Cindy Nixon 
The Garrison Family Mary Garrison & Melissa Garrison 
Raymond Garrison Mary Garrison & Melissa Garrison 
The Kruep Family Mary Garrison & Melissa Garrison 
The Pollmann Family Mary Garrison & Melissa Garrison 
Glenn & Ardis Rastetter Janice & Stephen Triner 
Stephen & Elinore Triner Stephen & Janice Triner 
Bernie Stark & son, B.J. Carol Stark 
Ken Krzyzaniak & daughter, Karen Carol Stark 
Eugene LaRochelle John LaRochelle 
Dorothy LaRochelle John LaRochelle 
Leo & Patricia Johnson Vaughn Johnson 
John & Evelyn Blaire Vaughn Johnson 
John & Adeline Majestic Donna & Frank Zaerr 
Deceased members of the  
     Mete & Selvocki Families Mark & Eleanor Selvocki 
Ted Lester Donna & Frank Zaerr 
Hassman Family Stan & Tootie Hassman 
Anhalt Family Stan & Tootie Hassman 
Richard & Marietta   
     Benjamin Raymond Benjamin 
Peggy Palmere Joe Palmere 

Why do Catholics light candles in church? 
Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the 

earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil 
lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. Even today, 
we often still depend on candles during power outages, relying 
on their flickering flames to bring light into the dark. 

 Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special 
occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 
dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, special 
objects for a special event. We light candles on birthday cakes 
and carry them in processions. We also place candles at 
makeshift memorials that appear when there has been an 
accident or act of violence. In these moments, their light casts 
aside a different kind of darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, 
and death. 

 The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and 
lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice of 
having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the 
celebration. 

 As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues 
and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred images and 
the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what they 
held to be sacred. When pilgrims would visit these shrines, they 
would often bring candles to light before the image or relic. 
These candles came to be a symbol of the person, and their 
prayer and the burning these candles came to be understood as an 
extension and continuation of the prayer that was offered. What 
began as a practical way to provide light has come to be a 
symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of 
everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his saints.  
©LPi 

Please remember Frank Nixon in your prayers.  He entered 
eternal life last Sunday, December 17.  We will have a luncheon 
in his honor this Tuesday, December 26 from noon to 1 p.m.  
Sign up sheets are in the vestibule and the hall. Visitation and a 
funeral service will follow lunch. 

Prayer for Advent 4 
Dear Lord, 

Visit our homes! 
Visit our families! 

Bring your goodness and light 
to every broken heart we’ve met 

on this journey of life. 
Your presence brings healing and rebirth. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
                                     Amen.                                ©LPi

 Being 
       Catholic ...



Kids’ Corner
SHARING THE GOSPEL 

Mary and Joseph put all their trust in God. Once they 
found out what God wanted, they did it. God wanted 
Mary to have a special baby, and she said "yes" to God. 
God wanted Joseph to be a good husband and father, 
and Joseph said "yes" to God. When that special baby 
from God was finally born, Joseph named him Jesus. One 
day God would ask Jesus to save the world from sin on 
the cross, and Jesus would say "yes" to God. 

PRAYER 
God, help me to trust you and say "yes" to you. 

MISSION FOR THE WEEK 
Saying "yes" to God takes pracZce. When your parents 
ask you to vacuum or set the table or take the garbage 
out, say "yes" to them. 
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Read today’s Gospel and color this picture

Find and circle these words from the Gospel

Draw a picture of Mary, Joseph, 
and baby Jesus. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday, Dec. 24 -  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 (2a); Romans 16:25-27; Luke 
1:26-38 
Monday, Dec. 25 -  Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25. 

Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Timothy 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14. Dawn: Isaiah 
62:11-12; Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12; Timothy 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20.  Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 
3-4, 5-6; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 -  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17-22 
Wednesday, Dec. 27 -  1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 20:1a, 2-8   
Thursday, Dec. 28-  1 John 1:5-2:2; Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Matthew 2:13-18 
Friday, Dec. 29 -  1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Luke 2:22-35   
Saturday, Dec. 30 -  1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Luke 2:36-40   
Sunday, Dec. 31 -  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Psalm  128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Psalm 105:1-2, 3-4, 

5-6, 8-9; Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Luke 2:22-40


